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Virginia Department of Forensic Science 
2017 Homicide Scene Seminar 

Presentation Synopses 

Homicide Investigations - Lessons Learned  

Through a combination of practical principles, understanding basic criminal psychology, and 
information provided on proven best practices; this session will provide helpful information to 
investigators, first responders and crime scene detectives who encounter a homicide. 

Snippets from multiple homicide case studies from over a twenty-year career will be 
included.  Attendees will improve their investigation skills and increase their overall knowledge 
of our current capabilities and limitations as applied to death investigations. Multiple case studies 
will showcase how unconventional evidence such as footwear pattern evidence, trace evidence 
such as glass, and other evidence outside DNA and fingerprint evidence can still adequately 
confirm the identity and actions of a suspect and lead to sound convictions.  DNA and latent 
evidence, although important, are not always necessary to solve a case.  A combination of 
homicide cases will be discussed with a concluding case study regarding the benefits of post-
conviction homicide investigation: Visiting the killer in prison long after trial. 

Capital Murder Case Study 

On January 29, 1999 the suspect was waiting on the back screened in porch at the residence of 
Victim 1, 16 years old. The suspect visited with Victim 1 for about an hour before attempting to 
have sex with her which she resisted and he stabbed her to death.   After searching the home for 
over an hour for valuable items, Victim 1's 14 year old sister came home from school and was 
confronted by the suspect.   She found her sister lying dead in the doorway of her room.  The 
suspect forced her to the basement where he sexually assaulted her and cut her throat leaving her 
to die.   When the mother's fiancée returned home he found Victim 1's body and then located 
Victim 2 in the basement still breathing.   She survived the attack.   Over the course of four 
interviews The suspect admitted to having "accidentally" stabbed Victim 1 during an argument 
over someone she was dating and the sexual assault of Victim 2.    The suspect was tried and 
convicted and sentenced to death.   The VA Supreme Court overturned the conviction and sent 
the case back to Prince William for retrial on first degree murder instead of capital murder.   The 
suspect wrote a letter to the prosecutor and admitted he had tried to sexually assault Victim 1 and 
described her death.   After another interview on death row where the suspect authenticated the 
letter and admitted to the attempted sexual assault, the suspect was again indicted on capital 
murder and subsequently convicted and sentenced again to death.   The suspect was executed in 
March 2010 by electrocution.   The case had many twists and turns during the course of the 
investigation and trial phases. 

Radford City Case Study 

The victim was strangled in the early morning hours of June 15, 2000 in her apartment after a 
small gathering that began after the bars had closed that night. The suspect had been a person of 
interest since the night of the murder. This presentation will detail the long, difficult 
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investigation that ultimately led to the suspect’s conviction in 2007. During the investigation, the 
Radford Police Department and Commonwealth’s Attorney received assistance from the Virginia 
State Police, the Suffolk County, N.Y. Police Department, the New York State Police and the 
Suffolk County District Attorney's Office. 

Fairfax County Case Study 

On the evening of Sunday, November 9, 2014, Fairfax County Police were dispatched to a 
residential panic alarm in McLean, Virginia.  This kind of call is somewhat routine, and is 
usually found to be a malfunction or operator error with the alarm system.  This time, the 
responding officers would be surprised.  As the first officer neared the address, the dispatcher 
advised that 911 calls were now coming from the house, reporting that two people had been 
stabbed there during a home invasion.  The officer cautiously approached the house and saw a 
man, bleeding badly while desperately holding the door closed from the outside.  The man told 
the officers that his wife was inside and had also been stabbed.  As the officers, and later Fire 
and Rescue personnel, worked to save two lives, the man explained that he knew exactly who 
their assailant was. 

Interviews and Interrogations 

A discussion of the key concepts associated with these investigative tools to include the 
following topics: 

 Introductions 
 Good Listener 
 Directing the Interview 
 Interviewing a Child or Elderly Victim   
 Communication with Families of Defendants 
 Forms of Officer / Citizen Contact 
 Suspect Interview Styles 
 Verbal & Non-Verbal Deception 

 
Legal Update 
 
Presentation and discussion of court decisions from the past year that directly affect the laws of 
Search & Seizure.  
 
Pediatric Death Investigations 
 

 Review the role of OCME in child and infant death investigation. 
 Discuss the most common types of OCME pediatric death investigation.  

o What is the difference between SIDS and SUID? 
 The molecular aspects of SIDS/SUID research is beyond the scope of this 

lecture but I can explain afterwards.  
o What’s a reconstruction? 
o Review pediatric homicide investigation. 

 Case Reviews will be used throughout the presentation. 
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DNA Updates 
 

 Discussion of new Forensic Biology evidence submission and analyses policies 
 Update on the PERK backlog testing project 
 Introduction of new DNA analysis kit and what it means to law enforcement 
 Review new approach to sex assault cases by phasing out sperm searches 

 
Equivocal Death Investigations 
 
Presentation provides an introduction to a methodology for investigating cases in which the 
manner of death is in question. 
 
Topics of discussion include: 
 

 Medicolegal Manners of Death are:   
o Natural  
o Accidental 
o Suicide 
o Homicide 
o Undetermined  

 Staging 
 Mode of Death  
 Psychological Autopsy 
 Lethality and Intent   

 
Criminal Investigative Analysis 
 
Presentation provides an introduction to this important investigative tool. 
 
Topics of discussion include: 
 

 Single Victim Homicides Common Motives 
 Multiple Victim Homicides 
 Probable interview techniques most suitable for a particular offense or suspect 
 Statement Analysis 
 Victimology 
 Offender Profiles 
 Crime Scene Characteristics  

 
 
 
 


